- Anew approach to university-wide learning
Northampton FeSources: rapid course development using a blog
platform for delivery

How did we work?
Principles and processes

Pedagogical approach

Ka rin JOhnStone: Kate SWinton and Sam ThOmaS To ensure maximum impact the resource needs
- to be part of an holistic approach to academic
Lea rni ng Develop ment TUtOrS integrity which encompasses policy, procedure

and guidance (Morris and Carroll, 2015).

Using a blog for course delivery

Many institutions have explored the benefits of using
blogs for communication and collaboration (Leslie,
2003; Lujan-Mora and de Juana-Espinosa, 2007;
Garcia-Sabater et al., 2011). However, the blog has
not been used extensively as the core mechanism
for delivering teaching and learning. With the help of
our Learning Technology team we were able to
develop a format that is intuitive and easy to use,
edit and maintain.
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Statistical evidence showed that there We spent a day plgnnlng the formats where appropriate
was no one group of students that module, and starting to
were more likely to be referred for produce content. This gave A potential drawback is that we are reliant

us momentum which

academic misconduct, therefore the

: resource had to be accessible and
appropriate for all levels and at all
stages of study.

Figure 1: Accessibility adjustments were made throughout, including closed captions

on Edublogs for access and maintenance.

enabled the module to be For example, early in production a

completed, reviewed and technical issue with certification was
available within two months.
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and multiple format transcripts for videos.
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ndication of the effectiveness of the courge. The at the end were especially s we had a soft launch with little publicity knowledge of the resource amongst
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used to improve student engagement. understa nding." and student enrolments.
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resolved by the company.

What was the
result?

145 students registered

42 with the course in the first
six months, and 39% (57)
scored over 76% in the
assessments. This
demonstrates that not only
were students engaging
with the content, it was

17 also pitched at the correct

level.
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