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Goal 4, Target 4.2:

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early
childhood development, care and pre-primary education so that they
are ready for primary education




Europe

European policy: affordable and accessible childcare (EGGE,

2009)



England
570 hours (15 hours per week) free early

childhood education and care

Entitlement:

* All 3-4 Year Olds
* 40% of the ‘most disadvantaged’ 2-year-olds
What is ‘most disadvantaged’?

(Gov.UK, 2015)
(Waldegrave, 2013)
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Rationale for 2YO Policy

(i) Close the educational attainment gap between disadvantaged and
other children

(ii)) Enable parents (especially women) to return to work
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The achievement gap starts young

and continues throughout a child’s education

d

@% —

Primary school Secondary school Leaving school Higher education
Raxn ng skills of S-year olds 35% of pupils on free school 1 in 6 young people leave school Just 16% of pupds on free
m low Income communities meals achieve 5 A™- C grades unable to read, write and add school meas progress 1o any
2 years behind ther ot GCSE compared 10 62% up propesly form of higher education ~
wmlmc T poers of oll mh-c T pupés for pupils from independent

schools the figure ts 96%

(Fair Education Alliance, 2016)
(Waldegrave, 2013)



3 and 4 YOs
97% [ 100%

2 YOs
58% [/ 40%

(Whitaker, 2015)
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Research Question

What are parents’ perspectives
regarding how 15 hours of free
education and care for two-year-olds
affect their family lives?




Objectives

To capture parents’ views about any effects of 15 hours of
free education and care on

e their 2YQO’s behaviour
e their own behaviour

* any links between their own employment or study and
their 2YO’s 15 free hours of education and care é{}wb
N

To identify barriers and opportunities that parents say they
experience in regard to accessing local services while their
2YO children are in 15 hours of free education and care







Methodology

Subtle realism to question the rationale for England’s 2YO ECEC policy
(Cohen and Crabtree, 2006)

Instrumental case study to understand, explore and exemplify the issue
(Creswell, 2013)

The study ethics were guided by BERA (2011)



Research Instrument/s

Phase 1 completed:
e Structured questionnaire
e 12 parents (40%) responded

Phase 2 planned:
e Semi-structured interviews

* Parents (n=6)
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4 Sections

* Section 1: About Family, Home and Setting

* Section 2: About Your 2YO Child at Provision
* Section 3: About You

* Section 4: About Helping Parents




Next steps

* Semi-structured interviews with parents (n=6)
e Seeking funding for a larger study

interview
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