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I t odu io : 
Th ee studies i  Ca ada, the USA  a d S ede  Ledge , 1 ; Cook a d M Co , 1 ; Ulfsdote , 13 espe i el  all o lude that o e  elated fa to s, i ludi g i a ilit  o  la k of i te est i  a i g fo  a pet 
a it, e e the ost o o  easo s gi e  fo  the eli uish e t o  eho i g of a its, ith s alle  u e s eli uished fo  eha iou al easo s.  A  esi ated ,  do esi  a its O tolagus u i u-

lus do esi us  a e u e tl  kept as o pa io  a i als i  the UK PFMA,  1  a d o e a it elfa e o ga isaio  esi ated that ,  a its a e eli uished to es ue e t es i  B itai  ea h ea  RAWF, 
1 . The e has ee  o pu lished data to date to e plo e the easo s fo  eli uishi g pet a its i  the UK o  e plo i g othe  outes that a  e used to eli uish this popula  pet.  

Ai s of the study: 
 Ide if  outes used to eli uish pets, 

i ludi g a its, i  the UK.  
 E plo e easo s fo  eli uish e t of 

pet a its i  the UK.  
 Ide if  at isk  ha a te isi s fo  pet 

a its eli uished i  the UK.  

Methods  
Su e   Pu li  o li e su e  POS  

 The su e  as dist i uted ia .Su e Mo ke . o.uk f o  1 th Ap il to 1 th Ma  1  a d ta geted pet o e s usi g so ial edia a d a e s site. 

 Pa i ipa ts e e asked to ide if  pets spe ies the  had e pe ie e of keepi g, a d if the  had e pe ie e of gi i g up ea h t pe of pet. The  the  sele ted  
the sou es used fo  eli uish e t f o  es ue e t e , f ie ds / fa il  / olleague , pet shop , ad e t o li e o  p i t , o  othe  ith the opio  to de-
s i e.  

Su e    - Ra it O e  Su e  ROS  

 Ni et  pa i ipa ts f o  this i st su e , that had gi e  up a a it, olu tee ed to take pa t i  this su e  hi h as e ailed to pa i ipa ts a d olle ted 
data ia Google Fo s © 1  Google I . , ith espo ses ep ese i g 1  o e s of  eli uished a its.   

 Pa i ipa ts e e asked to p o ide the ha a te isi s of the a it/s eli uished  age, ge de , eute ed status, olou  a d the easo s fo  eli uish e t.  

Su e    - Res ue e t e su e  RCS  

 Res ue e t es e e a do l  sele ted to ep ese t sites a oss the UK, ho e e  the espo se ate as lo  . %  T o sites, o e i  No the  I ela d a d 
o e i  No th Yo kshi e o t i uted data.  Data as olle ted usi g Google Fo s © 1  Google I . .  

 Data olle ted i luded, the ha a te isi s of a its eli uished as ROS a d also health status o  a i al  a d the easo s fo  eli uish e t du i g 13, 
as this data is eadil  a aila le at su h sites.  

Resea h as fu ded  the Tho as Ha iso  T ust at Moulto  College.  

Resea he  p oile: Cla e Ellis is u e tl  a  Ad a ed Postg aduate esea he  e plo i g 
pet a it eli uish e t i  the UK a d tools to assess te pe a e t a d pe so alit  i  
do esi  a its. Co ta t: Cla e.Ellis@ oulto .a .uk @ a itphd 

Results  
 Whe e a e a its eli uished to? 

 Of 1,1  a it o e s o plei g the POS, 11. % had e pe ie e of a it eli uish e t.  

 Al ost th ee i es as a  a it o e s had e pe ie e eli uishi g to f ie ds, fa ily e e s o  olleagues , %  tha  to es ue e t es % . 
Othe  outes used e e pet shops 1 % , th ough o li e o  p i t ad e ts  13%  a d othe  %  Figu e 1 . This as si ila  fo  othe  pet spe ies epo ted 
also Figu e 1 .   

 

Why a e a its ei g eli uished i  the UK? 

 Reaso s fo  eli uish e t e e sig ii a tl  dife e t et ee  the t o su e  ethods ROS a d RCS  p < . 1, Fishe s e a t  Figu e .  

 Of the 1  a its eli uished du i g 13 to the t o es ue e t es that took pa t i  RCS, the ajo it  e e eli uished as a esult of the  o e  ha -
i g too a y a its o  a  u pla ed lite  3 %  a d housi g p o le s e e also o o l  epo ted % .  

 Housi g p o le s e e also epo ted i  the ROS % , ho e e  eha iou  issues i ludi g u su essful o di g  e e ost o o l  epo ted % .  

 

A e the e at isk of eli uish e t  ha a te isi s i  a its? 

 Relai el  e ual u e s of ales to fe ales e e eli uished RCS % ale, % fe ale; ROS  % ale, % fe ale, % ould ot e all .  

 The RCS highlighted a sig ii a t dife e e i  the eute ed status of a its, follo i g a o e-sa ple Bi o ial test,  ith less a its ei g eute ed o  a -
i al p< . 1, % ot- eute ed , ho e e  the a la ge u e  of a its eli uished to the es ue e t es e e u de   o ths 3 %, % e e adults, 

>  o ths ut <  ea s . The opposite as see  fo  the ROS % eute ed; % ot- eute ed  a d o e a its e e adults % .  

 White % RCS; % ROS  a d la k % RCS; % ROS  a its e e the ost o o  olou s of a its eli uished.  

 The ajo it  of a its epo ted i  the RCS e e health , ho e e  3 % had health issues at the i e of eli uish e t. Figu e 3 .  

 

Figure  -  Respo ses to POS sho i g outes used to eli uish pets 
=1,  i ludes, 133 a it o e s, 1 1 dog a d at o e s, 13  

othe  pet o e s .  

Dis ussio  a d Co lusio s 

 Ate pts to ua if  the u e  of a its eli uished to es ue e t es  sa pli g es ue e t es alo e a  e o se ai e as othe  outes a e 
see  to e o e o o l  used.  

 I te e io s to suppo t a it o e s ho a  e o side i g eli uish e t should e a aila le outside of es ue e t es so that people uilisi g oth-
e  outes a  uilise these.  

  Reaso s fo  eli uish e t i  the RCS e e si ila  to i di gs i  othe  ou t ies, ho e e  eha iou al issues, p edo i a tl  so ial g oupi g issues, 
e e o e o o  fo  the pa i ipa ts of the ROS.  

 Reaso s gi e  fo  eli uish e t to the ROS a d the RSC e e sig ii a tl  dife e t, hi h a  ep ese t the sa pli g ethod ias o  fa to s su -
ou di g es ue e t e i take ules, i.e. ou ge  a its a  e gi e  p io it .  

 Beha iou  issues elai g to a it so ial g oupi gs appea  to e a fa to  afe i g eli uish e t fo  so e a it o e s a d so i te e io s to suppo t 
ete  at hi g of a its, a d to fa ilitate o e su essful o di g a  e e ei ial.  

Figure  -  Reaso s fo  eli uish e t of a its as epo ted th ough 
t o dife e t su e  ethods, o li e a it o e  su e  ROS  

ep ese ts  a its  a d those eli uished to t o UK es ue e -
t es RCS  =  a its du i g . Sig ii a tl  dife e t easo s 

e e epo ted ia ea h su e  ethod, p < . , Fishe ’s e a t .  
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Figure   - Cha a te isi s of  a its eli uished to  t o UK es ue 
e t es % ale, % fe ale; % ot- eute ed, % eute ed; % 
adult, % ou g, % ge iat i ; % health , % ith health issues .  

Ra it eli uish e t to t o UK es ue e t es a d eyo d. 


