


Goodbye Ballyhightown – notes for the reader 
This version includes the final chapter of the community publication in 1995 which features all of the 
known copies of the community newssheet Bahd News. Bahd news was published by the Rathcoole 
Self Help Group in the early to late 1980’s in Rathcoole Estate North Belfast. 

The group (RSHG) was a highly self-motivated DIY community organisation which initiated and 
maintained fourteen projects i.e., advice centre, creche, women’s group, music workshop, art project, 
children’s holiday scheme and participated widely in community development throughout Ireland and 
beyond. 

Most of the group members, including myself were inhabitants of Rathcoole estate (although not all) 
who stood up against various forms of intimidation, incompetence, bureaucracy, and corruption 
which permeated working class social life during Margaret Thatcher’s and the Conservative 
governments reign in 1980’s. 

The publications broadly represented the views of the group members as a collective voice apart from 
one issue which drew criticism of the group from the local population which was at that time mainly 
white working/middle class protestant. In 2022 the cultural and religious make-up of the population 
has impacted on this previously dominant situation with a more tolerant and multicultural population 
now living on the estate which differed greatly from the period the book and this chapter reflects 
upon. 

The RSHG group were open to libertarian ideas and initiated radical projects and thinking within a 
predominately ‘loyalist’ controlled area of North Belfast which was consistently stigmatised by the 
media from the early 1970’s to present day. The group actively challenged and opposed the media 
creating their own form of localised opposition through the news sheet which they distributed 
voluntarily on a regular basis to around 4000 dwellings reaching approx. 17,500 readers. 

I have reproduced this chapter as part ‘document’ because many people have asked for access to the 
materials and can make available the complete publication upon request to help ensure accuracy of 
context regarding where and how the community publication might be used. 

The views outlined in the following works are a ‘collective’ response to overwhelming sectarian 
tensions, dominant unionist/loyalist politics, religiously dominated community resources, unionist 
cultural hegemony and funding along with both media and class stigmatisation which the community 
group sought to actively oppose. The views expressed were not always agreed by everyone, but a 
democratic consensus was generally achieved before publication. Except in one issue, which was 
unfortunately edited and printed out of context, negatively impacting on both the group members 
and the local community. 

The book and following issues of Bahd News are not academic research but a community document 
of a particular period during the war in N Ireland – you have ‘trouble’ in a pub on a Saturday night, 
this chapter evidences what local residents did to actively challenge, sectarianism, racism, sexism, 
classism, misogyny, poverty, and the brutality of war during dark and difficult times in N Ireland.   

I trust the chapter is useful to academic researchers and others interested in a broader understanding 
of the history of the Northern Ireland war on a local population in North Belfast which may differ 
somewhat from the dominant unidimensional narrative which the world media currently portray. 

You can also access the ‘naive’ documentary work ‘Rathcoole at the Xroads’ which myself and a group 
of young people produced to highlight the social conditions and systematic poverty which still existed 
in 1995-97 when the ‘peace process’ was being negotiated at Stormont. 

 

Roy Wallace       01/07/2022 
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