
1. Introduction and research background
Higher education (HE) participation has expanded
dramatically in UK over the last half century. Although
some good progress has been made in relation to
widening participation (WP) inclusion and social change,
evidence suggests that inequality of access to university
for socio-economically disadvantaged students remains a
major policy challenge. It has been observed that
candidates from black and minority ethnic groups go to
university in good numbers, but they also tend to
associated with lower educational performance and less
high profile job opportunities compared to their White
counterparts.

- Students from low income families (less than £25,000 
PA)

- Students who care for a family member
- Those estranged from their families
- Mature students
- First in their family to go to University
- Children leaving local authority care 
- Disabled students

Socio-economically disadvantaged students 

2. Major contributions
• A model  to better understand the challenges of African 

descent students in HE 
• A framework will provide a clear guideline for higher 

education providers to support their ethnic minorities 
students
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4. Methodology

Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis (IPA)
•Concerned with the detailed examination of human lived 
experience and the meaning of that experience as 
expressed by the individual in his or her own terms, 
without any pre-defined categories (Smith, Flowers and 
Larkin, 2009).
•Ontological position: Subjectivism
•Epistemological position: Social Constructivism
•Qualitative
•Sample Selection 

•Purposive: African descent students
•Homogenous - sharing similar characteristics
•Sample size - 14 participants 

•Data Collection Method
•In-depth interviews with participants at all level 
(Undergraduate & Postgraduate level)

•Ethical issues

5. Key findings of The study

3. Theoretical Framework

Pierre Bourdieu’s Theory of Practice
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Presentation Notes
  This should only be an introductory presentation that answers some of these questions: What is your thesis about, why is it original? Why did you choose the subject? How do you intend to do it?Thank you very much for having me here today.1. What is your thesis about?My research falls under the widening participation umbrella (with complex concepts such as inclusion, social change and social mobility); I am specifically looking at the holistic experiences of students of African descent studying in Higher education in England.Some of you may remember the 1963 Robbins report with the expansion of Universities, Lord Dearing report introducing Widening participation. Today more black are going to university, but they are achieving a lot less than Caucasian students. TH attainment gap is over 26%I will be exploring the reasons why black students go to university, to evaluate the perceptions they have about Northampton, to identify and explore the challenges they face as ethnic minority in HE. I am also exploring the concept of 3rd cultural identity. (my main contribution) – Stuart Hall did some work on this, and finally make recommendations to the university, the government.2. why is it original? I am also exploring the concept of 3rd cultural identity. (my main contribution) – Stuart Hall did some work on this3. Why did you choose the subject? You see, I am first generation British. I came to the UK when I was about 20 year old to carry on my studies at university. I literally never stopped studying until today. Every time I was in my class, when the teacher will discussing something that came up on the news about black people, everybody will be looking at me. I had no idea about black history in Britain, I went to French schools when I was younger, so we studies things like the French revolution, the kings in France, WWI, WWII, very little about Africa as if African had no history. So after feeling so bad about my ignorance, I sort of developed this passion toward learning more about my race and African history, civil right movement in the US4. How I am going to do it:My research will be qualitative in natureThis research is somehow linked to terms such as:Social justice, equality, inclusion and social change are complex and inter-linked concepts and feature prominently in UK social policy rhetoric
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